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Throughout recent history there have been epoch-making events which fundamentally impacted 
on foreign policy, international 
relations, peace and security, stability 
and development; and threatened 
regional and international peace 
and security. These events and 
developments include:
• the technology and information 
revolution;
• the unprecedented pace of 
globalisation
• the collapse of the Socialist system 
in the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe and the emergence of 
one superpower, resulting in the 
absence of a balance of power and 
disregard  of international law; and 
• the dominance of the neo-liberal 
agenda and the monopoly of 
finance capital, resulting in 
the successive and sustained 
international economic and 
financial crisis.
This year in May we observed 
the 70th anniversary of the defeat of 
Fascism. It is also the 65th anniversary 
of the infamous Nakba, when, post 
the Second World War, an estimated 
700,000 Palestinians were forced 
from their land and the state of Israel 
was established. It is also the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
United Nations.
Chapter VII of the UN Charter gives 
the UNSC the power to “determine the 
existence of any threat to the breach 
of peace, or act of aggression”, and to 
take military and non-military action 
to “restore international peace and 
security”. 
The central purpose for the 
establishment of the UN was to 
prevent war. The Nuremberg Trial 
concluded that starting or waging a war 
against the territorial integrity, political 
independence or sovereignty of a state 
or violation of international treaties or 
agreements was a crime that makes all 
war crimes possible.
It is a reality that, 70 years later, 
while humanity has avoided another 
world war, we have experienced 
countless wars of aggression, 
destabilisation and regime change, 
which have blatantly violated the UN 
Charter and international law. To date 











INTRODUCTION FROM THE EDITOR
On the 9th and 10th November, 2015, the Concerned Africans 
Forum (CAF), the Foundation for Human Rights and the University of 
Johannesburg held a symposium on “Current Global Dynamics: Order 
and Disorder? Exploring the implications for Africa.”
At the symposium papers were delivered by well-known scholars from 
South Africa and the African continent. These papers will be published as 
a book later in 2016.
The opening address was given by former President Thabo Mbeki and 
a welcome speech by Aziz Pahad, former Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 
In this issue we publish an abridged unofficial transcript of Mbeki’s 
address as well as the speech by Aziz Pahad.  Pahad’s comes first, as 
Mbeki refers to it in his own speech. 
Current Global 
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accused  or convicted of war crimes.
In 1961 President Eisenhower 
warned Americans about the 
concentration of illegitimate social 
power in what he called the “military-
industrial complex”, “whose total 
influence – economic, political, and 
even spiritual – is felt in every city, 
every state house, and every office of 
the federal government”. He warned 
that “the potential for the disastrous 
rise of misplaced power exists and will 
persist".
He also warned that: 
The free university, historically 
the fountainhead of free ideas and 
scientific discovery, has experienced 
a revolution in the conduct of 
research. Partly because of the huge 
costs involved a government contract 
becomes virtually a substitute for 
intellectual curiosity. For every 
blackboard there are now hundreds 
of new electronic computers. 
The prospect of domination of 
the nation’s scholars by project 
allocations, and the power of money 
is ever present and is gravely to be 
regarded.
Today the prophetic warning of 
President Eisenhower is even more 
relevant. 
After the military attacks against 
the US in September 2001, the 
militarisation of diplomacy, i.e. the 
massive abuse of military and soft 
power to achieve regime change, has 
become entrenched in the military, 
security and foreign policy doctrines 
of the US. The USA National Security 
Strategy Document of 2001 arrogantly 
and in violation of international law 
warned the world that “the US will 
use its political, economic and military 
hegemony to act against any terrorist 
organisation, against any state that 
harbors a terrorist organisation and 
against any individuals that they 
declare to be assisting terrorism”.
In a speech on June 2002 the then 
President Bush said:
“The US must be prepared to 
wage a war on terror against as many 
as 60 countries… Americans must be 
ready to launch preventative action 
internationally.”
This was a clear warning that the US 
would act as a law unto itself, creating 
new rules of engagement.
Today, notwithstanding changes 
in the Presidency and some different 
tactical approaches, US foreign and 
military policy is driven by the same 
perspectives of “exceptionalism” and 
US hegemony.
The US National Security Strategy 
document, 2015 states:
We must recognize that any 
successful strategy to ensure the 
security of the American people 
and advance our national security 
interests must begin with an 
undeniable truth – America must 
lead. As Americans we will always 
have our differences, but what 
unites us is the national consensus 
that American global leadership 
remains indispensable. We 
embrace our exceptional role and 
responsibilities at a time when our 
unique contributions are needed 
most…
Many of the present USA 
presidential candidates are calling for 
US "Exceptionalism" and the use of US 
military and soft power to maintain 
this. 
In Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, 
Yemen and Ukraine extremism and 
terrorism are some of the disastrous 
consequences of US policies.
Why are the international 
governments and people so silent?
The freedom to generate knowledge 
for the public good is being seriously 
challenged. 
Today with the phenomenal 
growth of technology  the manipulation 
and distortion of information has 
reached new levels and governments 
are more open about their 
intentions.
The Pentagon’s 2015 ‘manual of 
war’ states that Psych-ops must be 
used to influence a target population’s 
state of mind and shape people’s 
perceptions as a normal standard 
element of information policy. There is 
no distinction made between domestic 
US and foreign media institutions and 
social media.
Former President Mbeki, in the 
forward to a recently published CAF 
book, wrote: 
The current international 
environment has become much more 
complex. However, we should not 
allow this complexity to persuade us 
away from understanding the reality 
that contemporary international 
relations continue to be dominated 
by the exercise of international 
power among the countries of 
the world… What is called for are 
alternative and progressive voices 
which are able to offer different 
interpretations… of the fast 
unfolding events and… are also 
capable of questioning the prevailing 
assumptions and underlying logic of 
the western ‘liberal order’.
As an alternative to the perception 
management by the main-stream 
media internationally and in South 
Africa, and the domination of 
Eurocentric think tanks and research 
institutions of the geo-strategic political 
and economic discourse, this seminar 
is an attempt to provide alternative 
and progressive voices. This demands 
that the symposium answers questions, 
including:
• Has there been a “peace dividend” 
since the end of the 2nd world war?
• Since the collapse of the Berlin Wall 
and Socialism in the Soviet Union 
and Europe has the Cold War 
ended?
• Is a new multipolar world emerging? 
• What are the alternatives to the 
neo-liberal agenda? and
• Are non-state actors making a 
fundamental progressive impact on 
geo-strategic global and economic 
realities? ■
This seminar is an 
attempt to provide 
alternative and 
progressive voices.
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